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             Frank Wahl Project Center Facility & Livestock Rules and Fees
     Updated October 2013


The Agriculture Science Facility is located off Pirate Blvd behind school building.  The purpose of the Frank Wahl Agricultural Sciences facility is to provide an extension to classroom instruction to maximize learning and to allow FFA members to utilize the facility for their Supervised Agriculture Experience (S.A.E.) animal projects.
In order for all parties to best utilize the Agricultural Science Facility, there are rules and regulations, which must be observed and complied with.  To ensure compliance, Sinton Independent School District employees including Agriculture Science Teachers (AST), facility managers, and administrators will monitor and manage the facility.

All participants must comply with the following criteria:

1. The Agricultural Science Facility is part of the Sinton Independent School District and therefore, all rules and regulations found in the student handbook and the code of conduct applies.
2. Neither SISD, its employees, volunteers, nor the FFA are responsible for damage or loss to personal property, injury of members, animal projects, guests, or family of participants.
3. Only FFA members in good standing may utilize the agriculture facility.  Any animal that is raised as a project at the facility and enters for show under any group other than Sinton FFA will lose their facility privileges for the individual and for the family for 5 years.
4. A student must do the following at least 48 hours before bringing any animal project into the agriculture facility grounds:
· Obtain permission from an agriculture teacher
· Attend a meeting with their parent/legal guardian and agriculture teacher
· Understand and sign the barn rules agreement and Sinton FFA Constitution.
· Pay all relevant barn fees (see barn fee schedule)

 (
Agricultural Sciences Facility Barn Fee Schedule
The student is subject to barn fees, which are required for each project entered into the facility.  These fees are used to maintain the barn area of the facility.  Rates are non-negotiable and are due prior to any animal’s arrival at the facility.  Two-year heifer projects will require a second 
fee that
 is due one month after the Houston Livestock Show.
Swine:
$40 
        
per pen under an exhibitor’s name with a maximum of 2 pigs in the regular sized pig pens and 3 in the large pens.
Sheep
$50 
        
per pen under an exhibitor’s name 
Goats
$50
        
 per pen under an exhibitor’s name 
Cattle:
$60 
        
per pen under an exhibitor’s name 
Rabbits
$ 25
for stalling your pen of 
rabbits 
at 
the 
Ag Barn 
Chicken
$ 25
for stalling your pen of chickens at the Ag Barn
 
All schedules will begin when animals move into barn and terminate two weeks after the final show of that 
year’s
 show season.
IMPORTANT: A 
$100.00 Pen Cleanup
 Fee will be assessed if your pen is not cleaned within two weeks after that 
animal’s
 final show. All livestock show checks will be held until this fee is paid. 
)



5. Facility 
· The agriculture facility will be open from 6:00am till 10:00pm, with the students being able to enter by a combination lock.  No unauthorized persons are allowed at the facility without proper notification to the agriculture teacher & must be register with front office on every visit.
· Students are not allowed at barn during “their” school hours on school days unless teachers are notified in advanced.
· The agriculture facility is monitored 24 hours/7 days a week by Security Cameras
· Sinton City Police also do routine checks throughout the overnight hours.
· If problems begin to arise at the agriculture facility, a time schedule will be enforced to allow teachers to monitor the facility.
· Speed limit on school property should not exceed 10 mph, any inappropriate use of facilities including mudding, etc is prohibited.
· Students are encouraged to wear closed toed shoes.
· No parking in front of the gate.  All cars must park in designated parking areas.
· NO DOGS ARE ALLOWED AT BARN UNLESS AUTHORIZED BY AN AG SCIENCE TEACHER.
· Once gate cards are issued, you must enter only at the Pirate Blvd. entrance to Ag. facility. 

6. Animal Cost
· The student is responsible for the initial cost of the animal as well as any expenses incurred while feeding and caring for the animal during the school year.  This includes any major medical expenses (ex. Vet bills, etc.)

7. Care of Animal
· The student is responsible for proper care of his/her animal.  This includes adequate nutrition and hydration for proper growth, the development of the animal project, cleaning the pen and surrounding area.
· Self-feeders can only be used with approval from AST 
· Students are allowed to bring their breeders/professional groomsman to the barn with a two-day notice to the agriculture teachers & they must register with front office.
· Administration of medication will be done with an AST present or an AST must be notified prior to the use of medications.
· Students are required to maintain accurate records of their project (feeding records, weight records, health management records)
· Students have the opportunity to utilize optional activities that go along with raising an animal (hoof trimming, professional groomsman, etc.) these are optional and the students does not have to use these services.
· Any castration, dehorning or other major medical procedures must be administered by a veterinarian or under the direction of an AST by other qualified personnel. 
· Refer to consequence sequence following item #25 for consequences if care of animal is not followed. 

8. Care of Stalls and Bedding
· The pen is to be maintained with adequate approved bedding (sand, etc.).
· The pen should be cleaned on a regular basis as to ensure the health and well being of the animal project.
· All soiled bedding is to be promptly and properly disposed of in a designated area. The designated area is out the back entrance of the barn, and all the way out past the fence.  Please do not dump your waste right outside the barn. 
· Waste needs to be spread out, and not piled in mounds. 
· Water hoses connected to water lines in cattle pens may not be left on with pressure built up (example would be automatic waterers).
· Student are responsible for safe use of electricity on the project center. The use of electrical devices or extension cords must meet NEC and UL electrical codes. No cords should lie in the aisle, across pens, or on the ground. Animals can chew on the cord and be electrocuted. 
· Heat lamps are only to be used when given permission by the AST.
· Water hoses must be properly installed out of reach of any livestock.
· No individual padlocks allowed on pens.

· IMPORTANT: A $100.00 Pen Cleanup Fee will be assessed if your pen is not cleaned within two weeks after that animal’s final show. All livestock show checks will be held until this fee is paid.



9. Pen Assignments
· Animals will be approved by Agriculture Science teachers based on student’s past performance and availability of pens.
· Students will be assigned pens by Agriculture Science teachers on a first come first serve basis. 
· Agriculture Science teachers reserve the right to adjust pen assignments as needed.
· Students may not move, or expand pens for any reason, unless approved by Agriculture Science teacher.

10. Senior Students
· No senior student may start a project that will not finish before school is released.

11. Removal of Animals
· If the student is cited with two (2) written warnings, then he/she must remove the animal on the third (3rd) offense and receipt of the removal notice. You will have two weeks to remove animal from the barn or the animal project becomes the property of the Sinton Ag Dept.  Any income from the sale of said animal will belong to the Sinton Ag Dept.
· The student is to remove any and all animal projects within two weeks after the final show for that season.  If the animal is still in the facility after two weeks from its final show, the animal project will become the property of the Sinton Ag Dept.

12. Animal Death
· If an animal project dies at the agriculture facility, it is the student’s/parent’s responsibility to remove the animal carcass within four (4) hours of being notified of its existence.
· If the carcass is not removed within 4 hours, this service will be provided at the expense of the owner of the animal project.

13. Animal Project Management

· This animal project is the student’s responsibility.  Agriculture teachers are available to assist and aid a student when a student requires this assistance.  Agriculture teachers will closely monitor all show rules.  Ethical treatment of animals is required at all times and rule violations will not be tolerated.
· It is not the responsibility of any Ag Science Teacher to remove any animal project, in the event of any major storm, hurricane, or natural disaster.

14. Students/Parent Behavior
· Students and Parents are expected to act in a professional manner at all times at the agriculture facility.  Any activity, which endangers the health or physical well being of students/parents/teachers/facilities or animals, will not be permitted.  Loitering or other activities not directly related to the furtherance of the Student Agriculture Experience (SAE) will not be permitted on school grounds.
· Young children must be monitored by their parents. No running or horse playing will be allowed in the barn (safety and liability concern for the kids around livestock).

15. Tack Rooms/Lockers
· Tack room is for SAE projects only.
· Tack Room is to be kept neat and clean. 
· Students are to be responsible and pick up after themselves, and to put feed sacks, hay strings, and other waste in the trash can and/or the dumpster.
· If  lockers become available it will be on a first come first serve basis for students with lamb, goat, pig, or rabbit projects.  These students will be expected to provide their own combination lock and must provide the combination number to AST.
· Sinton ISD and its employees are not responsible for theft or damage of any personal items.




16. Barn Clean Up Duties
· The appearance of the agriculture facility is a priority; there will be periodic “Barn Clean-ups” which are mandatory for students with animal projects housed at the agriculture facility.  Those students who have or will have an animal project must attend barn agreement. Students will be fined $50.00 who leave early or do not attend.   If an absence is unavoidable, notification to one of the Ag Science Teachers must be made by the Tuesday prior to Barn Cleanup.  Waiving the fine will be determined by the Ag Science Teachers on a case by case basis, AND an alternate WORK DAY will be required for the student to work.

· CLEAN UP SCHEDULE: The barn will maintain a cleaning schedule with students on a rotational schedule to maintain the barn facility.
· 2 students on pig aisle
· 2 students on wash rack area
· 2 students on cattle, lamb, and goat aisle and scale area
· 2 students on tack room & all trash cans
· The written warning protocol will be in affect with cleaning duties

17. Agriculture Teacher use of Animals
· Student projects may be used by agriculture teachers for livestock judging practice or to teach skills such as weighing, leading, or vaccination.
· Agriculture Teachers will be involved and informed of the progress that is being made with each animal through regular meetings with the students/parents. 
· All animals can/will be weighed by Agriculture Teachers at any time to monitor weight gains and growth productivity.
· Agriculture Teachers will have complete access to all pens and animals.

18. Use of Livestock Trailers
· Use of the Agriculture bumper pull livestock trailers may be granted to parents or family members that assist the Ag staff in transporting livestock to designated shows.
· The Sinton High School Teachers must approve all use of the trailers in writing.  The Ag Teacher’s decision with regard to the use of the trailer shall be final.
· Trailer must be used for FFA purposes or similar Ag uses.  Primarily, the trailer is used to transport livestock in the FFA program.
· A sign up list will be used indicating the date and time so that proper scheduling may be maintained and trailer reserved for only one use at a time.
· Five days prior to any use, a copy of current proof of insurance must be delivered to the Ag Teachers.  The proof of insurance must match the driver of the vehicle towing the trailer and the vehicle towing the trailer.
· Driver of the vehicle must be at least 21 years of age.  Drivers may be required to show their driver’s license, which must be current.
· Anyone using the trailer must state the date and time they will pick up the trailer, where it is going, how long it will be gone, what animals will be hauled or describe other ag use.  They must also state the date and time the trailer will be returned.
· The person assigned the trailer must leave a local address and contact including telephone number.
· The person assigned the trailer must list the names, ages and FFA project of all students when requesting permission to use the trailer.  Overcrowding of vehicles will not be permitted.
· Trailer will be thoroughly cleaned out after each use of the trailer.

19. Student Eligibility for Livestock Projects
· High School Students must be enrolled in at least one Ag course per year.
· Jr. FFA membership is available to students who live within the SISD boundary and are between 3rd grade (and at least 8 years old) and 8th grade.
· Agriculture Science Teachers reserve the right to allow or reject any animal projects to any FFA and Jr. FFA member.
· Be a member in good standing with the Sinton FFA Chapter.
· Be passing ALL subjects at the time eligibility verifications are processed.
· Must be present to complete all validation and registration procedures.
.  


20. Problems and Chain of command
When a problem or concern arises, the best way to resolve it is by following a set “Chain of Command”.  Always begin with a supervising teacher.
· Agriculture Teacher
· Assistant Principal
· Principal
· Central Office
Agriculture Science Teachers reserve the right to amend/add any barn rule at any time as deemed necessary.
      21. Transportation
· Students and parents must arrange transportation to and from the Frank Wahl Project Center.
      22. Prohibited substances
· Alcoholic beverages and tobacco use are prohibited on the premises at all times
      23. Firearms
· NO FIREARMS will be allowed on the premises of the project center at any time

     24. Gate Entry Card
· Each family will receive 1 gate entry card at no charge.  If the card is lost or damaged, it will cost the family $25 to replace.  
 (
If you already have a gate entry card please write out the code found on the key here__
#_
_______________________
)



     25.  Terms Conditions and Consequences
· The Agriculture Program reserves the right to remove any animal from the facilities if any one of the following conditions exist:
· Animal abuse or neglect in any form
· Diseased or infected animals
· Animals that are unsafe to handle
· Students failing to observe rules
· Student is no longer involved in the program
· Any animal entered to show under 4-H when the animal project is housed at the Agriculture facility.
· When a student does not abide by the school district code of conduct, the FFA bylaws, or barn rules.

If the student fails to abide by any of the above-mentioned rules or guidelines, actions will be taken to remove the animal and/or ban any future agriculture facility privileges.  The student is subject to disciplinary action for failure to comply with these rules/guidelines.




CONSEQUENCE SCHEDULE

1st offense -	A 1st written warning will be cited where the student, parent, Ag Science Teacher, and Principal must sign and returned to the Ag Dept.  1st warning will be kept on file for that student.

2nd offense -	A 2nd written warning will be cited where the student, parent, Ag Science Teacher, and Principal must sign and returned to the Ag Dept.  2nd warning will be kept on file for that student.

3rd offense - Student will be issued a written removal notice to         remove animal from the Agriculture Science Facility. Student will have two weeks to remove animal. After the two weeks, the animal project will become the property of the Sinton Ag Dept.

Care of Animals
· The student is responsible for proper care of his/her animal.  This includes adequate nutrition and hydration for proper growth, the development of the animal project, cleaning the pen and surrounding area.
· Self-feeders can only be used with approval from AST 
· Students are allowed to bring their breeders/professional groomsman to the barn with a two-day notice to the agriculture teachers & they must register with front office.
· Administration of medication will be done with an AST present or an AST must be notified prior to the use of medications.
· Students are required to maintain accurate records of their project (feeding records, weight records, health management records)
· Students have the opportunity to utilize optional activities that go along with raising an animal (hoof trimming, professional groomsman, etc.) these are optional and the students does not have to use these services.
· Any castration, dehorning or other major medical procedures must be administered by a veterinarian or under the direction of an AST by other qualified personnel. 











Frank Wahl Agriculture Facility 1st Warning

Name _____________________________________________________  Date _____________________
Offense______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ag Science Teacher Signature __________________________________ Date______________________
Principal Signature___________________________________________ Date______________________
Student Signature____________________________________________ Date______________________
Parent Signature_____________________________________________ Date______________________




Frank Wahl Agriculture Facility 2nd Warning

Name _____________________________________________________  Date _____________________
Offense______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ag Science Teacher Signature __________________________________ Date______________________
Principal Signature___________________________________________ Date______________________
Student Signature____________________________________________ Date______________________
Parent Signature_____________________________________________ Date______________________




Sinton Independent School District
Agriculture Facility Rules and Fees

Directions for Agriculture Science Facility Rules and Fees:
1. Completely fill out cover sheet. (student)
2. Initial bottom each page. (Student and Parent)
3. Sign and date the Agriculture Science Facility Usage Agreement.
4. Turn in the signed facility rules and fees to an Agriculture Science teacher. (Student will receive a copy of the Agriculture Science Facility rules and Fees.)

Student Name:_____________________________________________Grade:_________

Parent Name:____________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________________

City:__________________________________ Zip:_______________

Home Phone Number:______________________ Cell Phone:____________________

Email Address:___________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact:_______________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Phone Number:__________________________________________

Animal Project/s:_________________________________________________________

Feeding Period:	County		Majors

 (
I, ___________________________________ have received a copy of the Agriculture Science Facility rules and Fees.
___________________________
______________________________
Student Signature
Parent Signature
______________
Date
)









For Office Use Only

Date turned In:____________________	Ag Farm Fees: 	Yes	    No

	 


Sinton Independent School District
Agriculture Science Facility usage Agreement

By signing this document, I agree to the following terms:

Student:
I agree to abide by the rules and criteria set forth in the SISD facility rules that I have received, read, understood, and signed.  I agree to pay all relevant fees associated with the expense and upkeep of my project animal.  I agree to conduct myself in a professional manner at all times.

Parent/Legal Guardian:
I agree to abide by the rules and criteria set forth in the SISD facility rules that I have received, read, understood, and signed.  I agree to pay all relevant fees associated with the upkeep of my student’s animal.  I agree to indemnify SISD, SISD’s employees and volunteers of liability for any injury that my child, quests, or I may sustain by participation in activities at the SISD Agriculture Science Facility, and agree to monitor my student for compliance with the above stated rules. I agree to provide all academic, disciplinary, and attendance records of the student/exhibitor, if requested by any AST/FFA Advisor for membership review.

This document is binding and non-negotiable.



_________________________________       __________________________________
Student Signature			Date	  Parent Signature			Date
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